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Cabinet
19 JULY 2018

Present: Councillors: Jonathan Chowen (Deputy Leader and Leisure and 
Culture) (Deputy Leader), Philip Circus (Waste, Recycling and 
Cleansing), Brian Donnelly (Finance and Assets), Claire Vickers 
(Planning and Development) and Tricia Youtan (Community and 
Wellbeing)

Apologies: Councillors: Ray Dawe (Leader) and Gordon Lindsay (Local Economy)

Also Present: Councillors: Paul Clarke, Jim Sanson and David Skipp

EX/9  MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 24th May 2018 were 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Leader.

EX/10  DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS' INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interest.

EX/11  ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Cabinet Member for Waste, Recycling and Cleansing advised Cabinet of a 
letter he had received from a member of the public complimenting the Council 
on the new bin collection service, with particular reference to bins only needing 
to be put out on one day a week.

EX/12  PUBLIC QUESTIONS

No questions had been received.

EX/13  HEATH COMMON VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT SUPPLEMENTARY 
PLANNING DOCUMENT - AGREEMENT TO ADOPT

The Cabinet Member for Planning and Development reported that the existing 
Heath Common Village Design Statement, which had been adopted as 
Supplementary Planning Guidance by the Council in 1999, had limited planning 
weight as it referred to out of date planning documents and pre-dated the 
National Planning Policy Framework.  Residents of Heath Common had 
therefore updated the Design Statement, in consultation with the Council, with a 
view to its adoption as a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD).

The draft Heath Common Design Statement SPD was then published for a four 
week consultation in accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Local 
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Planning) (England) Regulations 2012.  The document was subsequently 
amended taking into account the representations submitted.

The Design Statement would provide officers and stakeholders with further 
information and guidance in relation to policies in the Horsham District Planning 
Framework and the emerging Storrington, Sullington & Washington 
Neighbourhood Plan.

The Cabinet Member therefore proposed that the updated Design Statement be 
adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document.  If adopted, the document 
would be used by the Council to aid the determination of planning applications.

The Planning and Development Policy Development Advisory Group supported 
the proposal and had suggested the inclusion of text in the design statement to 
address its planning status, which had now been added.

Members discussed the process and value of ‘local listing’ for properties of 
special architectural interest or character which did not meet the criteria for 
listing by English Heritage.  It was suggested that some expansion of local 
listing might be an appropriate project for the Year of Culture and the Cabinet 
Member agreed to investigate the potential for this. 

RESOLVED

(i) That the content of the consultation responses submitted to the 
Council be noted.

(ii) That the comments of the Policy Development Advisory Group 
and consequent amendment of the Design Statement be noted.

(iii) That the Heath Common Design Statement be approved and 
adopted, as submitted, as a Supplementary Planning Document 
(SPD) to supplement the Development Plan and to replace the 
Heath Common Village Design Statement SPG 1999. 

(iv) That the Cabinet Member for Planning and Development be 
authorised to agree minor editorial changes to the SPD.

REASONS

(i) To take account of all consultation responses made in relation to 
the draft Heath Common Design Statement SPD.

(ii) To enable the amended Heath Common Design Statement SPD, 
which takes into account the representations submitted, to be 
adopted as planning guidance to be used as a material 
consideration in the determination of relevant planning 
applications.
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EX/14  TRANSFORMATION FUND - TOP UP FROM THE 2017/18 BUDGET 
SURPLUS

The Cabinet Member for Finance and Assets reported that the Council had 
delivered a £621,000 revenue surplus in 2017/18 after allowing for budgets that 
would be carried over to 2018/19 to cover essential expenditure which had 
been unavoidably delayed.

The Council was currently forecasting small surplus budgets in 2018/19 and 
2019/20.  This relied on the implementation of a range of actions to help deliver 
further income generation and efficiency measures, which required further 
investment in transformational projects.  Budget deficits were forecast in the 
2020s.

It was therefore proposed that £500,000 should be transferred from the General 
Fund reserve to the earmarked transformation reserve to help with 
transformation projects in the future.  Effectively, this would be funded from the 
2017/18 budget surplus.

The Finance and Assets Policy Development Advisory Group had been 
consulted and supported the proposal.

RESOLVED

(i) That the transfer of £500,000 from the General Fund reserve to an 
earmarked transformation reserve be approved.

(ii) That the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader, be 
authorised to use the transformation fund as appropriate.

REASON

To top up the earmarked transformation reserve for projects that will help 
transform the Council in the future.

EX/15  OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

There were no matters currently outstanding for consideration.

EX/16  FORWARD PLAN

The Forward Plan was noted.

EX/17  TO CONSIDER MATTERS OF SPECIAL URGENCY

There were no matters of special urgency to be considered.
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EX/18  TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING EXEMPT OR CONFIDENTIAL 
INFORMATION:

RESOLVED

That, under Regulation 21(1)(b) of the Local Authorities (Executive 
Arrangements)(Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2000, the 
press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of 
business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in Part I of Schedule 12A to the Local 
Government Act 1972 by virtue of paragraph 3 and, in all the 
circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the 
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.

EX/19  FUNDING STRATEGY FOR THE FORUM MAINTENANCE

The Cabinet Member for Finance and Assets submitted a report seeking 
approval for advance funding of The Forum residential service charge account 
in order that repair works to the exterior of the premises could be progressed in 
Spring 2019.  Details of the split of the cost of the works between retail, 
residential and the car park were submitted together with information on how 
the expenditure would be recovered/ funded.

The Finance and Assets Policy Development Advisory Group had been 
consulted and supported the proposal.

RESOLVED

(i) That the whole project for exterior maintenance works at The 
Forum be approved in the sum of £543,000.

(ii) That the sum of £160,000 of advance funding to the residential 
service charge reserve fund for The Forum be included in the 
2019/20 budget to enable the works to be carried out in the Spring 
of 2019, to be recovered/funded as reported.

(iii) That the Chief Executive be authorised to accept the tender and 
enter into a contract for the works, subject to the whole project 
expenditure being no more than £543,000.

REASONS

(i) To enable essential maintenance works to the Forum to be 
undertaken.

(ii) To avoid delaying the works and to meet the Council’s lease 
obligations.
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(iii) To allow residents to spread the burden of the cost of the works 
over three financial years.

The meeting closed at 6.00 pm having commenced at 5.30 pm

CHAIRMAN


